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Curing systems that save 
up to 80 percent energy
Green canmaking technology was in
demand at the recent Cannex canmaking
technology show in Las Vegas. 

Swiss three-piece canmaking equip-
ment specialist Can Man made a flying
start at the show by selling an energy-sav-
ing PowerCure side-stripe curing system
to a canmaker in Germany. 

The canmaker, which had already pur-
chased a welder and a PowerFeed large
blank feeder from Can Man, planned to
use the induction-curing system on a 603-
diameter can welding line.

Can Man chief executive Reudi
Umbricht explained the reasons behind
the canmaker’s purchase: “The Power-
Cure unit uses up to 80 percent less ener-
gy, saves space – in this instance more
than 60 percent – and is ‘green’, producing
no carbon dioxide or other emissions.”

The PowerCure unit, which can be
used for both powder and lacquer coatings,
was on display at last year’s Cannex in
China, where Can Man demonstrated the
system in combination with its X8 welder
to produce finished can bodies – thought to
be the first time this had been done at an
exhibition.

Sheet-feed press with no idle strokes
Most recent development for Germany’s
Bibra is the Webstar Zero, a sheet-feed
press for making DRD cans, ends and lug
caps.

Instead of grippers, the press features
a two-axis roller feeding system powered
by servo motors that enables zig-zag feed-
ing without idle strokes and runs at
speeds ranging from 60 to 250 strokes a

minute. Changeovers take 15 minutes and
the Webstar Zero works with coil and
sheet, explained Bibra’s managing direc-
tor Frank Hoffmann.

Five units have been sold to canmakers
including Standard Can in Thailand,
Muhr and Limburg both in Germany.

Bibra was also promoting its roll form-
ing machine for DRD cans, the GDNB
model.

Threading, knurling and curling oper-
ations for cans such as those used by
Nivea cream, shoe-polish boxes, screw
caps and plug lids can be performed in one
step. 

Diameters range between 28mm and
160mm for a standard machine, while a
special design for large plug lids allows for
230mm diameters.

Commenting on the market, Hoffmann
noted there had been a significant slow-
down of enquiries – while three years ago
there were about ten a month, many from
China, now is usually one.

Cannex launch results in 25 orders
AChinese powder side stripe system that
was launched less than a year ago at Can-

FOCUS ON
EXPANSION
Equipment and consumable suppliers to the industry
offered plenty of ideas for canmakers looking for
better quality and productivity at Cannex. 
Mónica Higuera, Richard Estrada, John Nutting 
and Daniel Searle report from Las Vegas

Thinking inside the box at PneumaticScaleAngelus

New business can be found anywhere…
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nex in Guangzhou has since been sold to
25 canmakers both in China and abroad,
including Indonesia’s IMCP, Dubai’s Has-
sani and Bulgaria’s Bulmetal.

The system features ceramic filtering
technology and an adjustable stripe
width. It was developed by Jorson Trad-
ing’s managing director Chen Jiawen over
five years in his spare time in order to
improve existing technology.

The spray head concentrates powder on
the centre of the seam and the spray angle
is easily adjustable, Chen explained.

Jorson Trading also supplies coil cut-

ting lines, slitters, welders, curing ovens,
combination necking, flanging, beading
and seaming units, and palletisers; as well
as presses, curlers, liners and ovens for
end-making.

Complete package of 
lubricant and cleaner
Driven by performance and environmen-
tal concerns, chemical products specialist
Henkel introduced its latest range of
cleaners for aluminium beverage cans.

The Ridoline 700 range is said to
reduce hydrofluoric acid consumption by
between 60 and 70 percent. The cleaners
can handle a wide range of oil-loading tol-
erance and minimal foam in rinse stages,
while using surfactants that are APE-free
and fully biodegradable.

Henkel is also offering the cleaners as a
complete package together with its SNL-
2 semi-synthetic cupper lubricant, which
is said to eliminate bleed-through, reduce
tear-off, maximise can interior brightness,
provide long tool life and increased pro-
ductivity.

The SNL-2 lubricant was developed
about a year ago and 20 canmaking plants

Conversions needed for 
PVC-free closures
Canmakers who manufacture lug caps for food appli-
cations are considering investment in new
equipment that will enable the application of PVC-
free sealing compounds 

The new technologies have been under
development for some years to meet the requirement
of the European Plastic Directive which was enacted
in April 2009.

An overall migration limit of 60 ppm (parts per
million) was applied to metal closures, compared
with the previous limit of 300pm, meaning that PVC
(plastisol) gaskets containing relatively high amounts
of plasticizers failed to comply, particularly when
used for sealing fatty products.

At Cannex in Las Vegas, Teresa Ramos, managing
director of Actega Artistica and Gerd Judith, head of
Actega’s business line converting specialities,
representing one of the leading suppliers of coatings
and sealants, explained that with global brands
calling for PVC-free sealants to meet their
sustainability targets, the canmaking industry faces a
need to incorporate new sealing compounds
technologies, and consequently, to adapt their
application systems for twist-off caps and lug tops.

Actega has developed two products that satisfy
both the European Plastic Directive and the PVC-free
target: Artiseal, a water-based compound requiring
additional drying times and Provalin, a thermoplastic
elastomer for injection moulding. 

“The whole metal closure supply chain is being
affected. More than 60 percent of plastisol sealant
application is captive production at canmakers,” said
Ramos, “but now the regulatory issue as well as the
trend to PVC-free will progressively push the move
towards outsourced materials. Actega is already
offering support to a number of key lug caps
manufacturers in various regions.”

Also at Cannex, German machinery manufacturer
Alfons Haar revealed details of an application system
for thermoplastic sealants. The TPE machine uses
granular polyethylene which is heated in an extruder.
This feeds an applicator with a measured volume of
sealant which is bonded to the cap’s varnish and
shaped with a tool. John Dunn at AH Inc in the US
said that the machine is available now.▲

A spiral does it – Codi’s Jared Jones

Tim Andis of Liberty learns about The Canmaker

Mrs Zhang Hong, general secretary of 
China Metal Packaging Association, 
and Gao Yingxian, deputy general manager 
of Machinery Technology Development (MTD)
inspected the exhibits at Cannex

Talking about canned food in Brazil? – left to right: Canmaker Brasilata’s operations manager Silvério
Cândido da Cunha; Sílvia Tondella Dantas, manager for metal and glass packaging at the Institute of
Food Technology – ITAL; and Brasilata’s food division managing director João Vicente de Masi Tuma
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